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Research Article

Analysis and Evaluation of two Narrative Models in the Modern
Age of Christian Theology

Sayyid Amir Reza Mazari!

Jahangir Mas'oudi?

The postmodern world is a world of transition from macro-narratives; a world in
which meta-narratives and micro-narratives have replaced macro-narratives.
Christian theology has also been affected by this change and transition in the
modern age. Philosophical and theological efforts in the Christian world are aimed
at providing appropriate answers for contemporary man to confront fundamental
issues in the modern age. These answers, which are rooted in the linguistic turn in
the field of philosophy, have drawn the special attention of thinkers to important
sources of language, including narratives. Theologians’ attention to narrative is
also influenced by the world of thought in this direction. This approach has led to
attempts to produce new theological and philosophical models. In the present
study, we first set forth two models derived from philosophical thought based on
narrative form, i.e., Cupitt’s textualism and Lindbeck’s narrative theology, and
then we will draw the conclusion that both models, although sharing a common
intellectual root in the negation of narratives, are somehow entangled in what they
themselves have negated.
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