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Research Article

The Way the Plurality of Names and Attributes of the One Divine
Essence Appears in Theoretical Mysticism

Hujjat As'adi
Abbas Jawareshkian 2
Sayyid Morteza Husayni Shahroudi 3

In the mystical monistic thought, the truth of existence is unique in the essence of God, and
the station of essence is also the absolute unseen and the station of “no name and no
quality”. On this basis, the Divine names and attributes have an unparalleled position in
explaining the system of existence and constitute the main axis of all mystical ontology and
epistemology discussions. Among the numerous issues related to names and attributes, the
issue of the quality of the elation (intisha’) of pluralities of names from the one Divine
essence is of particular difficulty and double importance.

In the present article, based on the rational descriptive and analytical method and citing the
views of Muslim mystics, first the ontological and epistemological dimensions of the
names and attributes of the Almighty God are explained and some common theories
explaining the emergence of the plurality of names and attributes are critically examined.
Then, it will be explained that the origin of this type of plurality is the absolute prestige of
the essence of the Almighty God, which in the state of manifestation, tends from
absoluteness to limitation and ends in the determinate plurality of manifestations and
epiphanies of the Almighty God. In this approach, the logic governing the relationship of
the names and attributes with the essence of the Almighty God is the negation of objectivity
while simultaneously negating otherness, which is a precise expression of the “objectivity
of manifestation and the locus of manifestation.”

Keywords: name, attribute, principality of unity, intrinsic absoluteness, theoretical
mysticism.
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