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Extended Abstract

The principle of causality is a fundamental foundation of ontology and a prerequisite
for a coherent metaphysical system. In Islamic philosophy, particularly in Mulla
Sadra’s Hikmat-e Muta'aliyah (Transcendent Theosophy), causality is understood not
merely as an empirical observation but as an essential ontological reality that explains
the relationship between existence, its causes, and its effects. However, the Maktab-e
Tafkik (School of Separation), a contemporary intellectual movement among certain
Shi‘i scholars, challenges the traditional philosophical interpretation of causality. Its
proponents argue that accepting the Rule of Causal Necessity, the Principle of
Sinkhiyyat (ontological affinity), and the Rule of the One (al-Wahid) leads to three
theological problems: divine compulsion (jabr), an unacceptable ontological
similarity between Creator and creation, and the eternity of the universe (gidam al-
alam), which they regard as incompatible with the doctrine of temporal origination
(huduth). This study critically examines these objections from the perspective of
Transcendent Theosophy to determine whether they arise from genuine ontological
contradictions or conceptual misunderstandings.
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The study employs a theoretical-analytical approach grounded in comparative
philosophical methodology. It critically examines the arguments of the Maktab-e
Tafkik and reconstructs the principles of causality within Transcendent Theosophy.
The analysis combines conceptual clarification, comparative ontology, deductive
reasoning, and critical examination of primary sources, including the works of
Mulla Sadra, Allameh Tabatabai, and proponents of the Tafkik school. Particular
attention is given to distinguishing logical necessity from philosophical necessity
and external compulsion, comparing the schools’ interpretations of divine freedom
and ontological dependence, and examining the implications of the Rule of the One,
the univocity of existence (ishtirak-e ma'navi), and the Sadrian conception of
existence as relation (al-wujud al-rabti).

The findings address three principal objections raised by the Maktab-e Tafkik.
First, the objection concerning divine compulsion stems from confusing
philosophical necessity with determinism imposed by an external force. According
to Transcendent Theosophy, causality is not an independent law that constrains God
but an expression of the divine ontological order. The distinction between what is
necessary from God (yajibu minhu) and what is necessary upon God (yajibu 'alayhi)
clarifies that divine action does not result from external coercion. Since no
independent power or force exists above the Necessary Being, philosophical
necessity cannot be equated with compulsion. Accordingly, causality and divine
freedom are not contradictory; rather, causality expresses the manner in which
divine will operates within the order of existence.

Second, the rejection of Sinkhiyyat in defense of divine transcendence overlooks
the distinction between ontological affinity and essential identity. The study argues
that affinity between Creator and creation does not imply a shared essence, mixture,
or equality between them. Through the Rule of the One and the univocity of
existence, their relationship can instead be understood in terms of degrees and
intensities of existence. The universe functions as a divine sign (ayah) and
manifestation (tajalli), indicating its ultimate source through an essential
ontological connection. The similarity concerns existence, whereas the distinction
concerns its intensity, perfection, and limitations. This interpretation therefore seeks
to preserve both divine transcendence and the ontological connection between God
and the world.
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Third, the objection that causal necessity entails the eternity of the universe
results from confusing temporal origination (huduth zamani) with ontological
dependence. Whether the universe began to exist at a particular time is a different
question from whether its existence depends essentially on a cause. Drawing on
Mulla Sadra’s conception of existence as relation, the study maintains that an effect
is inherently dependent on its cause, regardless of its temporal beginning or
duration. Even if the universe is temporally originated, its existence remains
dependent on its cause. Conversely, causal dependence alone does not establish the
universe’s temporal eternity. Thus, the debate over origination and eternity cannot,
by itself, invalidate the principle of causality.

The study concludes that the principal objections of the Maktab-e Tafkik arise
largely from conceptual ambiguities concerning necessity, ontological affinity, and
origination. From the perspective of Transcendent Theosophy, causal necessity does
not impose external constraints on God, ontological affinity does not eliminate the
distinction between Creator and creation, and causal dependence does not
necessarily entail the temporal eternity of the universe. Rejecting causality
consequently risks undermining a coherent explanation of the relationship between
divine sovereignty and the rational order of existence.

The findings have three principal implications. First, philosophical reconciliation
becomes possible by recognizing that causality and divine freedom are compatible
rather than mutually exclusive. Second, understanding Sinkhiyyat through existence
as relation offers an account that preserves divine transcendence while
acknowledging the world’s essential dependence on God. Third, greater
terminological precision is necessary in philosophical and theological debates,
particularly when distinguishing necessity from compulsion and temporal
origination from ontological dependence. These distinctions provide a framework
for reassessing the disagreements between Transcendent Theosophy and the
Maktab-e Tafkik and for clarifying their respective conceptions of God, creation,
and causality.

Keywords: rational soul, purgatorial abstraction, rational abstraction, supra-

rational abstraction, abstraction from essence.
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