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Extended Abstract

The environmental crisis is one of the most important challenges facing the
contemporary world. The development of science, technology, and industry, along
with the increasing exploitation of natural resources, has significantly expanded the
scope of environmental problems. Although scientific and industrial advances have
contributed to human welfare and comfort, their negative consequences—including
environmental destruction, pollution, and excessive exploitation of natural
resources—have threatened the lives of human beings and other living creatures.
How human beings understand nature and their position within the order of
existence has a direct influence on their treatment of the environment. In particular,
anthropocentric and utilitarian approaches have often reduced nature to an
instrument for satisfying human needs and interests, thereby providing a basis for
its domination, ownership, and unlimited exploitation.
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Consequently, confronting the environmental crisis cannot be limited to
technical, economic, or scientific solutions. It also requires reconsideration of the
philosophical and ethical foundations underlying the relationship between human
beings and nature. Environmental ethics, as a branch of applied ethics, seeks to
clarify the principles, norms, and responsibilities governing human conduct toward
the natural environment. In this context, Islamic philosophy, and particularly the
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah), has the potential to provide
philosophical foundations for reconstructing the human—nature relationship.

This study aims to examine the possibility of developing a framework for
environmental ethics based on the philosophy of Mulla Sadra, with particular
emphasis on two principles: the graded perfection of beings (kamal-e ratbi-ye
mawjidat) and the coextensiveness of existence and perfection (musawaqat-e
wujiid ba kamal). The central question is whether the necessity of coexistence with
nature, the obligation to protect the environment, and human moral responsibility
toward nature can be derived from these philosophical principles.

The significance of the study lies in the fact that environmental ethics had not
emerged as an independent discipline during Mulla Sadra’s period, and his works
do not present a systematic theory explicitly entitled “environmental ethics.”
Nevertheless, the ontological foundations of the Transcendent Philosophy may
provide a basis for formulating such an approach. Furthermore, existing studies do
not appear to have specifically examined these two principles in relation to
environmental ethics. Therefore, analyzing them can contribute to clarifying the
capacity of Sadrian philosophy to explain the ethical relationship between human
beings and nature.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is based on library
research. First, the concepts of nature, environment, environmental preservation,
and environmental ethics are clarified. Subsequently, the relevant philosophical
foundations of the Transcendent Philosophy—including the primacy of existence
(asalat al-wujiid), the unity of existence, the hierarchy of existence, the graded
perfection of beings, and the coextensiveness of existence and perfection—are
examined. Through philosophical analysis and inference, the study then investigates
the ontological relationship between human beings and nature and identifies its
ethical implications for environmental conduct.

The findings demonstrate that, according to the principle of the graded perfection
of beings, existence is a single but hierarchical reality. Beings differ in the intensity
and degree of their existence, yet they share existence itself. Nature, as one of the
levels of existence, possesses perfections corresponding to its ontological rank. The
principle of the coextensiveness of existence and perfection further indicates that
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perfection is not something externally added to existence; rather, every level of
existence possesses perfections appropriate to its particular degree of being.

On this basis, nature cannot be regarded merely as a collection of lifeless,
material, or valueless objects. Human beings and nature share existence, are effects
of a single cause, and possess perfections corresponding to their respective
ontological levels. Although they differ in rank, they remain connected through
existential continuity and interconnectedness. This ontological perspective
transforms the human—nature relationship from one based primarily on domination
and absolute ownership into one grounded in respect, responsibility, and appropriate
interaction.

Accordingly, the exploitation of nature should remain proportionate to genuine
human needs and necessities. Destruction, excessive exploitation, and harmful
intervention in the natural environment should be avoided. Moreover, since nature
is regarded in Mulla Sadra’s thought as one of the manifestations of the Divine, and
the ultimate end of beings is proximity to God, respect for nature can also be
understood as a form of respect for divine manifestations.

The study concludes that, although Mulla Sadra did not formulate an
independent theory explicitly called “environmental ethics,” the foundations of the
Transcendent Philosophy provide significant potential for constructing a Sadrian
philosophical and ethical framework for the human—environment relationship. The
principles of the graded perfection of beings and the coextensiveness of existence
and perfection establish that nature constitutes a level of existence and possesses
perfections corresponding to its ontological position. It therefore cannot be reduced
to a mere instrument for human purposes.

Consequently, human beings have moral responsibilities toward nature and
should avoid unlimited intervention, destruction, and excessive exploitation of the
environment. The Sadrian perspective calls for a transition from domination and
exploitation toward existential affinity, respect, responsibility, and coexistence.
Thus, these two principles, together with other foundations of the Transcendent
Philosophy, can provide a theoretical basis for articulating an Islamic and Sadrian
approach to environmental ethics.

Keywords: environmental ethics, environment, gradual perfection of existence,
the concomitance of existence to perfection, Sadr al-Muta’allihin.
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