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Extended Abstract

The origination and eternity of the world constitute fundamental issues in Islamic
philosophy and theology. This study examines the historical development of the
concept of the origination of the world from al-Farabi to Mirdamad, focusing on the
transformation of its meaning, the foundations of different interpretations, and the
relationships among them. The concept gradually evolved from a general discussion
of the world’s origination into a distinction between essential and temporal
origination, eventually culminating in Mirdamad’s theory of metatemporal
origination (hudiith dahri). The study seeks to clarify this development and assess
Mirdamad’s position in relation to earlier philosophical and theological approaches.
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Employing a descriptive-analytical method within the framework of the history
of science, the study investigates the views of al-Farabi, Muslim theologians,
Avicenna, Suhrawardi, and Mirdamad concerning the origination and eternity of the
world. Rather than merely comparing individual theories, it reconstructs their
historical development and examines their argumentative foundations in their
intellectual contexts. Particular attention is given to the concepts of time, motion,
possibility, causality, and non-being, as well as Mirdamad’s distinction among
sarmad, dahr, and zaman.

The findings demonstrate that the concept of origination underwent significant
conceptual transformations throughout this period. Al-Farabi accepts the origination
of the corporeal world in opposition to its eternity but does not systematically
distinguish between essential and temporal origination. Although aspects of both
interpretations can be inferred from his arguments, he does not explicitly establish
either as his definitive position. Consequently, origination remains primarily a
general question concerning the world’s beginning or eternity in his thought.

Muslim theologians, particularly the Mu‘tazilites and Ash‘arites, generally
interpret origination as temporal. To explain how the world is preceded by non-
being, they invoke the notion of imaginary time and argue from the origination of
accidents and their dependence on substrates. However, this approach raises
difficulties concerning the relationship between time and the world, because time is
understood as a concomitant of the world and a measure of motion. Thus,
explaining the world’s temporal origination through imaginary time presents
conceptual challenges.

Avicenna advances the discussion by grounding essential origination in the
relationship among possibility, causality, and existence. A possible existent is non-
existent in itself (/ays) but existent through its cause (ays). Accordingly, an effect is
preceded by essential non-being with respect to its essence, even when its existence
is not preceded by time. Avicenna also discusses temporal origination in some of
his works, resulting in a degree of ambiguity concerning the relationship between
these two forms. Nevertheless, essential origination occupies a central position in
his philosophical system.

Suhrawardi develops this distinction more explicitly while accepting the eternity
of time. He explains essential origination through the priority of possibility over
necessity and associates temporal origination with entities subject to motion and
time. Immaterial entities, which are not subject to temporal change, are therefore
associated with essential origination, whereas material entities are associated with
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temporal origination. His position represents a further step toward distinguishing
the origination of temporal entities from that of non-temporal entities.

Mirdamad subsequently formulates the theory of metatemporal origination by
critically examining earlier philosophical and theological positions, particularly those
of Avicenna and the theologians. He distinguishes three forms of non-being and their
corresponding types of origination: absolute non-being and essential origination,
temporal non-being and temporal origination, and metatemporal non-being and
metatemporal origination. This framework is articulated through three ontological
domains: sarmad, dahr, and zaman. Sarmad denotes the atemporal domain associated
with absolute Being; dahr refers to the trans-temporal domain of immaterial entities;
and zaman designates the temporal domain of material and changing entities.
Through this distinction, Mirdamad attempts to explain the world’s precedence by
non-being without relying on the theologians’ notion of imaginary time.

The study concludes that the development of the concept of the origination of the
world from al-Farabi to Mirdamad constitutes a continuous process of conceptual
refinement, criticism, and reconstruction. Al-Farabi addresses origination in general
terms; the theologians emphasize temporal origination and imaginary time;
Avicenna establishes essential origination through possibility and causality; and
Suhrawardi clarifies the distinction between essential and temporal origination.
Mirdamad integrates and reinterprets these discussions within his theory of
metatemporal origination and the distinction among sarmad, dahr, and zaman.

Nevertheless, some of Mirdamad’s arguments, particularly his references to
Avicenna, appear to establish essential origination rather than metatemporal
origination itself. This raises questions about their sufficiency as proofs of his
theory. Overall, metatemporal origination represents a significant later
reformulation of the problem, seeking to transcend the limitations of imaginary time
while developing earlier discussions of essential origination. The historical
trajectory therefore reveals not a series of isolated theories but an interconnected
process through which the meaning and philosophical foundations of origination
were progressively reconsidered.

Keywords: Divine mercy, grace, Islamic theology, Christian theology,
predestination, Augustine, ‘Allama Tabataba’1.
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