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Research Article

The Impact of Pragmatism on Contemporary Islamic Studies (Focusing
on Islamic Mediational and Instrumental Sciences)
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Pragmatism is one of the major philosophical schools that was formed in the nineteenth
century in the light of the ideas of Peirce, William James, and John Dewey, and has
continued to exist to this day. Given the cultural interaction between the West and the East,
as the influence of pragmatism spread in the West, the effects of this school gradually
appeared in the intellectual studies of the East. Among the fields that were not immune to
the influence of pragmatism is the field of modern Islamic studies in the contemporary
world. In this article, the authors use a descriptive-analytical method to explain the
dimensions of the influence of pragmatism on contemporary Islamic studies in the two
fields of Islamic mediational sciences and instrumental sciences. The results of this research
show that the contemporary Islamic studies, both in the field of mediational sciences (with
the centrality of theology) and in the field of instrumental sciences (the science of hadith
and interpretation), are seriously influenced by pragmatism, and this designates the
necessity of a scholarly and fair encounter with the positive and negative dimensions of this
school in Islamic scientific circles.
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1. Empiricism

2. Consequentialism
3. Utilitarianism

4. Humanism

5. Relativism
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